
A very concerning conversation
As a cub scout leader, I have been talking to Scouts HQ staff about my concerns
about their transgender guidance since last year. I was pleased to see that they
had updated the policy, but concerned that this was not clearly announced. I
wrote an article analysing the changes which was published by Transgender Trend.
I posted about the article !st Scouts Facebook Group (a large group of scout
leaders and parents mainly in the UK) highlighting that the new guidance has
closed a safeguarding loophole (complete confidentiality), taken a more cautious
approach to encouraging transition, and considered the inclusion of all.

https://www.transgendertrend.com/scout-association-new-transgender-guidance-big-step-forward/


What was the response from scout leaders on 1st Facebook
Scouts?

1. NAME CALLING AND BULLYING

Gregor Murray and others called me and other female scout
leaders who posted that the new guidance was a sensible
improvement “TERFs” , “transphobes”, “bigots”, scum and
hateful. Another female scout leader and I were questioned
about our scouting credentials.  It was said that I was not fit to
be a scout leader.
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(NB: SWERF “sex worker exclusive radical feminist” is a term used to dismiss
feminists who argue that  the prostitution and pornography industries exploit
women, as opposed to the position that being a prostitute should be encouraged
as an ordinary career choice for young women).

NB: Gregor Murray has previously been suspended as a Councillor for abusing women on social media,
calling them “TERFs” and “utter cunts”

https://www.standardscommissionscotland.org.uk/uploads/files/1558349641190517WrittenDecision.pd
f

https://www.standardscommissionscotland.org.uk/uploads/files/1558349641190517WrittenDecision.pdf
https://www.standardscommissionscotland.org.uk/uploads/files/1558349641190517WrittenDecision.pdf
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2. ANY DISCUSSION OF THE FACT OF BIOLOGICAL SEX
CONDEMNED AS ‘TRANSPHOBIC’

Any discussion of the fact that children and adults who identify
as the opposite ‘gender’ remain their biological sex, and that
this has implications for dignity, privacy and boundaries of
others and for planning and risk assessment on camp etc… was
dismissed as transphobic and “misgendering”
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3. SEEKING TO UNDERMINE GIRL’S BOUNDARIES

No recognition that girls and women can legitimately object to
sharing intimate spaces with people with male bodies including
male genitalia.
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This view, in line with the new guidance was dismissed as ‘transphobic’
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Providing washing arrangements so that both male children who identify as girls, and girls can have
privacy (as recommended in the guidance) is dismissed as ‘transphobic rubbish’ and ‘exclusion’
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4. USING SUICIDE  AS A THREAT
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5. RECOMMENDING NOT TALKING TO PARENTS

Suggests that Scout Leaders can determine if a child is “born in
the right body” or just follow child’s self ID to undertake social
transition - and should overrule and not communicate with
parents if they disagree
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6. DEFLECTING FROM SAFEGUARDING CONCERNS BY SMEARING THOSE WITH
CONCERNS

Rather than talk about safeguarding they resort to insults and smears of myself
and of Transgender Trend.

Maya Forstater

Maya Forstater



Maya Forstater



Maya Forstater



In fact TSA has not spoken to Transgender Trend, although they have received the TT Resource Pack from
me. Transgender Trend (an organisation that was short-listed for the John Maddox Prize, and profiled as
a good source of guidance by the Times Literary Supplement). Given that so many people whose
behaviour raises so many safeguarding red flags are keen for the TSA not to speak to Transgender Trend I
hope they do.
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7. EXCLUSION AND SILENCING OF THOSE WITH CONCERNS
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